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Rabbi Shlomo Dovid Grawitzky, my maternal grandfather, served as a Rov in Slonim in the 1920's. 

Harav Shlomo Dovid was a disciple and student of Rabbi Yisroel Meir Kagan, better known as the 

'Chofetz Chaim' (one of the most influential Rabbis of the 19th and early 20th centuries. The Chofetz 

Chaim was a posek whose ethical and other works are still widely studied and read to this day).  

Harav Shlomo Dovid also had the privilege of having, for a while, as his study partner (chavruta) 

Harav Yosef Kahanaman, more popularly known as the Ponevezer Rov (for rebuilding the Ponevez 

Yeshiva in Bnei Brak after the war). He received his semicha from the famed Hagaon Rabbi Eli Baruch 

Kamai, the Rov and Av Beit Din of the famous Yeshiva town of Mir. His father, Rabbi Moshe 

Grawitsky (my great-grandfather), was a Rov in Warsaw who made Aliyah with some of his children 

and grandchildren in 1935. In Poland, Harav Shlomo Dovid had built an admirable reputation as a 

Talmid Chacham (a serious Talmudical scholar). 

Rabbi Shlomo Dovid was in partnership with the Slonimer Rebbe in a wood factory. This is how he 

made his living. Some Polish locals burnt the factory down. The culprits were apprehended and 

brought to trial where my grandfather appeared and presented for the prosecution and won the 

case. The Poles were forced by the court to rebuild the factory, but sadly the factory was burnt down 

again.  

In light of this, in 1929, the Slonimer Rebbe suggested to my grandfather, Reb Shlomo Dovid, to  

travel to South Africa to fundraise for the Slonim Yeshiva as there were already many Jews who had 

emigrated to Cape Town from Slonim and surrounding shtetlach and towns. 

He journeyed from Slonim to the UK where he boarded a boat from Southampton to Cape Town. On 

the same boat (Union Castle Line) in 1929 there happened to be an Avraham Aizel Markielewicz. He 

came from the famous Yeshiva town of Mir. His neighbour was the distinguished Rosh Yeshiva Harav 

Hagaon Leizer Yehuda Finkel.  

When I questioned Avraham Aizel as to why he left the Mir in 1929, he related to me that he had a 

premonition of a foreboding tragedy and strongly felt that it was time to leave Europe. At that stage 

he had a wife and 8 children whom he left behind in Mir. Avraham Aizel, a modest and God-fearing 

man, was my paternal grandfather.  

Harav Shlomo Dovid failed dismally as a meshulach (fundraiser). My cousin in Johannesburg, David 

Grawitzky, another grandson, has his pinkas (invoice book). I believe he managed to raise the 

princely sum of one shilling and a few pence! Anyone who knew him will understand that he just was 

not cut out to fundraise, being far too polite and unassuming.  

He planned to go back to Europe. However, the local Cape Town Jews prevailed on him to stay on 

and become the Rov of the Woodstock and Salt River Hebrew Congregation where many Jewish 



immigrants had made their home. He agreed, but on one condition – he would not take a salary. I 

asked how he managed to sustain himself and his family? I was told by my late mother, Esther, that 

people would bring 2 chickens to Rabbi Shlomo Dovid to check if they were kosher. If both were 

kosher, then they left one behind for him and his family. R' Shlomo Dovid was later also appointed to 

the Cape Beth Din. 

He later, in 1934, brought out his family – his wife Lieba and 3 of his 6 children: Motel, Esther and 

Osher. Their other children: Batya, Aaron and Yosef, made Aliyah in 1935 along with their 

grandparents. Lieba, Harav Shlomo Dovid’s wife, was a direct descendant of two renowned Rabbis, 

the Taz and the Bach.  

From 1929 my paternal grandfather, Avraham Aizel, worked as a tailor in Wynberg until he had 

saved enough to bring his family to Cape Town. The surname was changed to Marcus. Eventually in 

1934 he brought his wife Sonia and 7 of his children to Cape Town, whilst his eldest son, Nochim 

Leib, remained in Mir to continue his studies in the Mir Yeshiva where he had excelled. 

In 1936, with the troubled situation in Europe, Nochim Leib left Mir for Cape Town to be reunited 

with his family. He ended up coming on the last ship to gain entry to South Africa before the borders 

were closed to further Jewish immigrants. This was my father, Harav Nochim Leib Marcus. (The Mir 

Yeshiva moved to Lithuania and then embarked on the famous 'trek' to Shanghai where it remained 

during the war.) 

After landing in Cape Town, R' Nochim Leib (who already had semicha) was introduced by his father, 

Avraham Aizel, to the well-known Rabbi Shlomo Dovid Grawitsky whom his father had previously 

met on the boat in 1929. R' Nochim Leib thereafter began studying (chavruta) with Rabbi Shlomo 

Dovid Grawitsky. Subsequently, R' Nochim Leib married Rabbi Shlomo Dovid’s daughter, my mother 

Esther, and later served as the Rabbi of the Vredehoek Shul (Beth Hamidrash Hachodosh) and Rosh 

Hashochtim for close to half a century. He had an enviable reputation as a Talmid Chacham, studying 

initially in Baranowicz under Harav Hagaon Elchonon Wasserman and thereafter with luminaries 

such as Rabbis Finkel and Chaim Shmuelewicz in the Mir. 

Rabbi Shlomo Dovid was well-beloved, God-fearing, and held in high esteem by all who knew him. 

Zeida Grawitsky was gentle with people and modest. The hesped (eulogy) for him in the Barkai1 said 

of Rabbi Shlomo Dovid Grawitsky that he was a tzadik, humble, and spoke of him in glowing terms.  

His sons Motel and Osher trained to be shochtim (ritual slaughterers) under Rabbi Nachum Leib 

Marcus. Later, his son Motel took over as Rov of Woodstock and Salt River Hebrew Congregation. 

Motel was a gentle soul, as was his other son Osher. A collection of Rabbi Shlomo Dovid’s writings 

was recently published in a book called Siftei Shlomo by his nephews and grandchildren.  

We, the children and grandchildren are both humbled and proud of the legacy of our dear parents 

and grandparents. 

 

 

 

 
1 A highly regarded South African scholarly Hebrew Literary Journal that was published monthly 1932-1977. 

The editor was Jacob Rubik.  


